
LGPC and Senegal – in Q & A form 
 
Why are we involved in Senegal? 
Because we perceived God’s call to bring witness of Christ's love for the 
unreached people group of the Wolof and now also among the Serer. 
 
How did we get here? 
In 1994 LGPC was challenged to pray for the Wolof, an unreached people 
group in the West African nation of Senegal.  The drought that afflicted much 
of sub-Saharan Africa in the 1980s had disastrously affected the northern parts 
of Senegal where many Wolof live.  World Vision had begun to drill deep 
borehole wells and this led to a new openness to the Gospel on the part of the 
Wolof.  After a season of prayer, we sent our first vision team in 1995 and 
witnessed the transforming power of clean water in a number of villages.  We 
asked the LGPC congregation to provide funds to put in just one well, and the 
overwhelming response funded over 12 wells.  We entered into a partnership 
focused on long-term development initiatives with the villages, who called 
themselves the Lake Grove Federation, and with World Vision.  In addition, we 
began to partner with a local Senegalese pastor, Adama Diouf, and the 
congregation of Eglise Evangelique in the nearby city of Thies, Senegal. 
 
Also in the city of Thies, LGPC has helped support the Barthimee Clinic, a 
Christian health center which is a source of healing for both physical and 
spiritual needs in the larger region. We have also assisted the John Huffman 
School, a unique Christian outreach to children and families in Thies.   
 
Since the beginning, over 10 Go Teams have visited Senegal, building 
relationships, encouraging development, and bearing witness in deed and 
(increasingly) word to our Wolof friends and partners.  Our primary focus has 
been the villages of Lake Grove Federation where besides the on-going 
development work we also responded to several disaster relief needs in the 
region, the results of locust infestations and drought, and sent medical teams 
when requested.   In addition, the children of LGPC have long supported the 
village children with vitally needed school supplies, enabling the local schools 
to reach new levels of achievement. 
 
In 2009 we celebrated the close of our formal partnership with what is now the 
Kollore Gui Federation (made up of the 36 villages who were part of the former 
partnerships sponsored by LGPC and Columbia Presbyterian of Vancouver).  
But the needs in Senegal continue to be great, and since we are one of the 
relatively few North American churches to have experience in West Africa, we 



were invited by World Vision to enter into another partnership with the Sine 
Area Development Project, this time working among the Serer people group, in 
conjunction with the local Christian churches and pastors.  Initial vision trips 
took place in 2009 and 2010, and the way seems clear to proceed with 
development of a new partnership involving World Vision, LGPC, and local 
congregations in the Sine ADP. 
 
 
Why did we choose World Vision as a partner from among other effective 
organizations? 
One reason is God’s providence: God has placed willing resource people in our 
congregation who are on staff at World Vision. Over the past fifteen years, they 
have responded graciously to assist Lake Grove on its missions journey, as it 
responds to God’s call. In addition, World Vision’s Christian commitment, its 
expertise in development, its established infrastructure in Senegal, and its good 
stewardship of funds (low overhead) are all factors in making them wonderful 
partners.  
 
 
 
What is our strategy? 
We have supported with our financial resources the “five fingers of holistic 
development” model (water, food, health care, education, economic 
development) used by World Vision. In addition, we emphasize 
encouragement and equipping of churches and church leaders in Senegal and 
the Sine region, and the encouragement of the local World Vision staff.  
Sponsorship has become an important component in our strategy. The 
congregation has shown significant interest and commitment in sponsoring 
children in Senegal, and this strengthens our support. Over 250 children are 
sponsored, which has a significant financial impact. These ties also strengthen 
the congregation’s interest in the Senegal partnership. 
 
What has been done in the course of the Kollore Gui Partnership and the 
relationship with SINE ADP? 
Over the last 14 years we have made contributions in all 5 areas of 
development in the Kollore Gui Partnership.  The Kollore Gui Federation 
Leadership now takes full responsibility for the ongoing development work 
within their communities.  LGPC is committed to continue to walk beside them 
as friends, offering prayer support and encouragement in the coming years.  
LGPC also continues to provide financial support to the newly placed Wolof 
missionaries (CAPRO) that are based in the area. 



 
World Vision has been involved in the Sine ADP for about 12 years.  Many of 
our church members have sponsored children in this area.  In 2009 LGPC 
began financially supporting development work in Sine.  Our funding support 
was directed with WV's guidance towards agricultural development.  The 
market garden is a project of one of the local churches, pastored by Abel Sen.  
A key piece of our involvement in this new area is to support and encourage the 
work of the local churches and pastors. 
 
Where is the partnership headed? 
Our current commitment of 4 more years in the Sine area takes us through 
2014. Recent planning articulates our hope that we can walk with Sine on its 
road toward developmental self-sufficiency.  When WV's developmental work 
reaches completion in this ADP, our church will most likely have opportunity 
to make a new commitment in a nearby ADP. How this looks will depend 
partly on YOU – what you learn as a team, and how you are inspired and 
motivated to shape this effort when you return. 
Whatever course our efforts take, may it be guided by God, and may our efforts 
please the Lord and be a witness to His love. We are channels of God’s love to 
the Wolof and Serer people of Senegal. 


